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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
PERSWADE’s five participating universities
Concordia University, École de Technologie Supérieure, École Polytechnique de
Montréal, INRS, McGill University

University Focal Points
Prof. Ferhat Khendek, Concordia, Email: ferhat.khendek@concordia.ca
Prof. François Gagnon, ETS, Email: francois.gagnon@etsmtl.ca
Prof. Ke Wu, École	
  Polytechnique, Email: ke.wu@polymtl.ca
Prof. Sofiène Affes, INRS, Email: affes@emt.inrs.ca
Prof. Fabrice Labeau, McGill, Email: fabrice.labeau@mcgill.ca

Web site
For more information on PERSWADE Program, visit our web site at www.createperswade.ca. You can find out what is happening with your application on the Web site.

Reporting
Progress Reports, Mid-term and Final Reports
Financial Reporting

Supplied at a later date on website
Supplied at a later date on website

Program Coordinator
Ms. Yang (Linda) CHEN, M.A.
T: 514 228-7013
EMAIL: yang.chen@emt.inrs.ca

F: 514-875-0344
or
coordinator@create-perswade.ca

Mailing of applications
PERSWADE Program
800, rue de la Gauchetière O. bur. 6900,
Montréal (Québec) H5A 1K6
CANADA

Before submitting an application
All the information in this program guide should be read; it will help potential candidates
decide whether they could apply or not.
It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that the application form (PERSWADE 13001
A) is completed, signed and submitted before the prescribed deadline.
For any additional questions, visit our web site for more information or contact our
Program Coordinator.
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I.

Foreword

In this Guide:
“PERSWADE” is the abbreviation of “NSERC CREATE Training Program in Pervasive
and Smart Wireless Applications for the Digital Economy (PERSWADE)” .
“PDF” refers to the enrolled postdoctoral fellow.
“STUDENT” refers to the enrolled student with or without funding from PERSWADE.
“OTHER HQP” (Other Highly-Qualified Personnel) refers to all other students or
professionals who cannot enroll in PERSWADE but are eligible for participation in one or
more training activities whenever capacity allows it on a “first come first served basis”.
A guide of this nature cannot anticipate every question that might arise. Should you need
more information or clarifications, do not hesitate to contact our Program Coordinator.
PERSWADE reserves the right to interpret the policies and any conditions attached to
this program funding.
PERSWADE may, without notice, change grant requirements or the terms and
conditions of the grants. Any major changes will be announced immediately to students
and their supervisors, and to the Universities’ Research Grant representatives
(PERSWADE’s Co-applicants) and a new release of this guide will be made available in
a timely manner.
By agreeing to participate in PERSWADE, applicants confirm that they accept the
General Terms and Conditions of PERSWADE Funding (refer to Appendix 1). They
acknowledge their obligation to cooperate in working towards a successful outcome and
to meet their reporting and financial obligations. In addition, they acknowledge that they
have read and agreed to respect all the policies of NSERC that are relevant to the TriAgency Statement: Consent to Disclosure of Personal Information .

Acknowledgement of PERSWADE Support
All students funded by PERSWADE agree that they will acknowledge PERSWADE’s
support in any literature they produce related to this training program.
Both PERSWADE and NSERC logos must be used on posters and presentations; a text
acknowledging NSERC CREATE PERSWADE funding must be included in published
papers.
PERSWADE’s and NSERC’s logos can be downloaded.

3

II.

Overview of PERSWADE

PERSWADE is the first innovative interdisciplinary industry-oriented research training
program in Canada to explore smart wireless communication and its pervasive
applications in all industrial sectors of the 21st-century digital economy. It is
collaboratively managed by top-notch researchers from five Montreal-based universities
and ten initial industry partners, with upwards of $ 1.6 million in funding from NSERC,
out of a total budget of $ 3.8 million for 2013-2019. It is not only a great added-value for
students who are provided with invaluable job-readiness skills specifically needed by the
wireless industry and all its new industrial, economic and social application sectors; but
also a great added-value for industries who are provided with excellent university
trainees made ready for the jobs of the future at lower training costs through industryoriented research projects, topical courses, and industry-hosted internships.
PERSWADE aims to build upon the very strong Montreal-based university-industry
collaborations to address the specific needs and new challenges of smart applications of
wireless in all sectors of the 21st-century digital economy by developing an innovative,
interdisciplinary, and integrative research training program in the industrial stream.

A.

Scope and Structure

The research scope of PERSWADE covers three main thrusts: i) smart communications,
ii) smart monitoring, and iii) smart management. Its industrial-steam research training
program is structured around four major components: a) industry-oriented research
projects, b) industry-hosted internships, c) topical courses and seminars, and d)
workshops, panel discussions and summer school; each well adapted to address one or
more of the specific needs and new challenges arising from the pervasive and smart
applications of wireless networks and systems (WNS) in the 21st-century digital
economy. Through all these training activies, it can provide the trainees and/or
participants with invaluable job-ready skills and it can enhance and deepen universityindustry practial collaborations.
• Industry-oriented research projects: all the trainees will work on a partner-oriented
project with a topic pre-approved in one of the three main WNS inter-twined research
clusters : i) smart communications (HetNet, cognitive, virtual, SON, 60 GHz-MIMO,
etc.), ii) smart monitoring (health, safety, security, navigation, metrology, etc.), iii)
smart management (cities, hospitals, homes, offices, vehicles, grids, etc.).
• Industry-hosted internships: each trainee must spend a total industry-hosted
internship duration of 9, 6 and 4 months at the PhD, MSc, and BSc levels,
respectively representing 20% of the research training time in each program level.
• Topical courses and seminars: in addition to over 40 regular courses offered by
academia experts, the PERSWADE also offers short semi-technical/professional skill
courses or seminars on the following 8 key topics.
Topic 1 – Awareness raising and green ICT
Topic 2 – Intellectual property
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Topic 3 – New application-specific environment challenges and assumptions
Topic 4 – Regulatory policies & issues and market perspectives
Topic 5 – R&D tools and instruments (lab course)
Topic 6 – Standard-compliant link-/system-level simulators (lab course)
Topic 7 – Standards & specifications
Topic 8 – System integration challenges (lab course)
• Workshops, panel discussions and summer school: panel discussions with industrial
collaborators will help students learn from their first-hand experience. Workshops and
summer school will help students disseminate their research project results and
further develop their presentation skills.

Table 1: PERSWADE Team
Program Director
Sofiène Affes
Centre Énergie, Matériaux et Télécommunication, INRS
Program Co-applicants
Concordia University
Ali Ghrayeb
Electrical and Computer Engineering
Ferhat Khendek
Electrical and Computer Engineering
École de Technologie Supérieure
Charles Despins
Génie électrique
François Gagnon
Génie électrique
École Polytechnique
Ke Wu
Génie électrique
INRS
Long Le
Centre Énergie, Matériaux et Télécommunication
Martin Maier
Centre Énergie, Matériaux et Télécommunication
McGill University
Fabrice Labeau
Electrical and Computer Engineering
Tho Le-Ngoc
Electrical and Computer Engineering

5

III.

Funding Provided by PERSWADE

PERSWADE provides three different types of grants to students: 1) stipends; 2)
internship travel allowances outside Montreal (ITAOM); 3) international visit allowances
(IVA). All these three grants are awarded separately.

A.

Stipends

A limited number of stipends are available to graduate and undergraduate applicants
each call for applications 1 . Preference will be given to students enrolled in natural
science and engineering (NSE) fields.
•

The stipend for the Undergraduate student consists of two cash contributions:
45% from PERSWADE and 55% from the student’s academic supervisor; the
maximum duration of this funding scheme being 4 months.
Stipends from
PERSWADE
Supervisor
Total

•

2.475 K (minimum, no cap)
4.5 K (minimum, no cap)

The stipend for the Master student consists of two cash contributions: 45% from
PERSWADE and 55% from the student’s academic supervisor (and university
department) where the student enrols): the maximum duration of this funding
scheme being 18 months.
Stipends from
PERSWADE

•

Amount per year ($)
2.025 K

Amount per year ($)
7.2 K

Supervisor (and department)

8.8 K (minimum, no cap)

Total

16 K (minimum, no cap)

The stipend for the PhD student consists of two cash contributions: 45% from
PERSWADE and 55% from the student’s academic supervisor (and university
department) where the student enrols); the maximum duration of this funding
scheme being 30 months.
Stipends from
PERSWADE
Supervisor (and department)
Total

Amount per year ($)
8.55 K
10.45 K (minimum, no cap)
19 K (minimum, no cap)

1

At the current time, PERSWADE will not provide stipends to postdoctoral fellows (PDFs); they are however eligible for
enrolment to benefit from all the program components.
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The above stipends2 will be also be in effect during the internships. Any student must
spend at least 20% of research training time on industry-hosted internships, i.e., a total
internship duration of 9 months for PhD students, 6 months for Master students, and 4
months for Undergraduate students.
Depending on admission rates, funding arrangements and budget availabilities, calls for
applications are announced minimally once a year and three times a year at most
through two supplemental calls whenever possible, i.e., once before the beginning of
each session. All requests for stipends are processed along the admission application
prior to the anticipated enrolment start date.
An applicant who obtains an award from an external source must notify our Program
Coordinator immediately by phone or e-mail (cf Program Coordinator’s contact info) .
PERSWADE must be proactively informed of any requests to change the program or the
degree of studies, the supervisor, or the research project. Any request for change must
be accompanied by a new completed application for approval of funding continuation if
deemed appropriate. Otherwise, PERSWADE reserves the right to terminate its funding
and the enrolment.
For more information, please visit www.create-perswade.ca.

B.

Internship Travel Allowance Outside Montreal (ITAOM)

Students carrying out an internship outside of Montreal can apply for the Internship
Travel Allowance Outside Montreal (ITAOM). The ITAOM consists of two cash
contributions: 50% from PERSWADE and 50% from the student’s academic supervisor.
The Master student or PhD student who needs to undertake internships outside the
Montreal area (such as Ottawa or Quebec city) may be eligible for ITAOM, if applicable.
The budget for eligible expenses (maximum of $1K/month per student) may be applied
to cover corresponding accommodation and travel costs outside the Montreal area, but
must be justified with an eligible Outside-Montreal Intership Travel Request (refer to
Appendix 5) and Travel Expense Claim (refer to Appendix 6).

C.

International Visit Allowance (IVA)

Limited funding is available for international visits and internships, through the
International Visit Allowance (IVA). IVA consists of two cash contributions from
PERSWADE and the student’s supervisor. PERSWADE offers to selected students an
international visit allowance totalling 7.5K$ during the whole training program. Eligible
students can apply once notified. Please check for announcements on our web site
www.create-perswade.ca. Interested students should coordinate with their supervisor to
secure his/her IVA contribution.
If a student receives other funding designated for travel during Internships (including
salaries), funding amounts will be adjusted accordingly. These amounts can also be
revised under some special circumstances (e.g. trip duration) based on funding
availability.
A student who wishes to undertake an internship outside Montreal whether inside or
outside Canada, must first submit a signed Outside-Montreal Internship Travel
Request (refer to Appendix 5) to Program Coordinator before the announced deadline.
2

These amounts are subject to regular revision by the PERSWADE Scientific Committee.
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IV.

WAYS TO ENROLL IN PERSWADE

Participation in PERSWADE can take two forms: 1) as an enrolled STUDENT or PDF,
with or without funding (in case of enrolment with funding, the former could not exceed in
duration 4, 18, and 30 months for undergraduate, MSc, and PhD students, respectively);
or 2) as an OTHER HQP. Applicants meeting the requirements below are eiligible to
apply.

A.

HOW TO ENROLL AS A STUDENT OR PDF?

1.

STEPS TO APPLY

STEP 1:

Check eligibility for applying to join PERSWADE as a
STUDENT or PDF.

Status: Undergraduate and Graduate (Master and PhD), or PDF
Requirements:
A. Basic requirements
a) Preference will be given to HQP enrolled in natural science and engineering
(NSE) fields.
b) The applicant must be already registered full time at one of our five participating
universities at the time of application.
c) The topic of the applicant’s proposed research project and/or internship must fall
within the research scope of PERSWADE.
d) An undergraduate student applicant must secure an agreement with his/her
academic supervisor regarding co-funding. This pre-agreement will be recorded
in the application form and will be translated, should funding be awarded, into a
Co-Funding Agreement (refer to Appendix 8).
e) A graduate student applicant must secure an agreement with his/her academic
supervisor and university representative regarding co-funding. This preagreement will be recorded in the application form and will be translated, should
funding be awarded, into a Co-Funding Agreement (refer to Appendix 8).
f)

A PDF applicant does not need to secure a Co-Funding Agreement.

NOTE: if a PDF is accepted for enrolment by, he/she will not receive any stipend
from PERSWADE at the current time.He/she is, however, eligible by enrolment to
benefit from all the program components of PERSWADE.
B. Specific requirements
a) Undergraduate students applying for PERSWADE should:
•

be highly qualified students that intend to pursue their studies at the graduate
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level, and
•

Have at least 6 to 12 months left to complete their undergraduate program by
the anticipated time of enrolment if accepted.

b) Master students applying for PERSWADE should:
•

have at least 8 months left to complete their program by the anticipated time of
enrolment if accepted.

c) PhD students applying for PERSWADE should:
•

have at least 11 months left to complete their program by the anticipated time of
enrolment if accepted.

d) PDFs applying for PERSWADE should:
•

be ready to be enrolled in the program for a minum duration of 8 months.

NOTE: Each student may join PERSWADE program ONLY ONCE at any given program
level.
Students may be entited to receive simultaneously a PERSWADE stipend along with
provincial and/or federal funding whenever allowed. Students may not hold a MITACSElevate award at the same time as any other federal or provincial grant or scholarship.
However, students holding a scholarship from any of the federal and/or provincial
granting agencies are allowed to participate in our training program. Please be advised
that the onus is on students to verify that their award conditions allow funding
combination.
Students must participate in all specified four training components (as described in the
Scope and Structure section). Otherwise PERSWADE has a right to withhold the funding
or even terminate it, and/or terminate the enrolment in PERSWADE. For more detailed
information on the Training Program, please visit www.create-perswade.ca.

STEP 2:

Discuss the application with the supervisor/co-supervisor.

STEP 3:

Fill up the PDF Application Form (PERSWADE 13001A), then
directly submit it to yang.chen@emt.inrs.ca before the prescribed
deadline by simply clicking the “Submit Form” button. It is
highly recommended that the Applicant update the PDF
Acrobat version he/she is using to v10.1.16 or later.
NOTE: Clicking the “Sbumit Form” button to submit your
application allows you automatically transmit your application
directly to PERSWADE’s database. Should you be unable to
recur to this option, please email your application as an
attachment to the Program Coordinator. By doing so, you will
be thereby authorizing PERSWADE to manually transmit your
application data to its database.
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STEP 4:

Prepare and send all documents listed in the DOCUMENT
CHECKLIST (except reference letters and application form) in
one compiled PDF file to yang.chen@emt.inrs.ca before the
prescribed deadline.

STEP 5:

Make sure that Reference Letters have been directly emailed to
PERSWADE by referees before the prescribed deadline.

STEP 6:

Once funding is awarded, secure a Co-Funding Agreement
(refer to Appendix 8) with the academic supervisor (and
university representative, if applicable) and send all required
documentations listed in Notification Letter by email, mail or in
person before the prescribed deadline.

Any student or PDF who intends to join PERSWADE should follow the Application
Flowchart - Enrolment below to carefully and completely fill up the application form and
prepare the required documents, then submit them before the prescribed deadline.

2.
a)

Documents Required
Co-Funding Agreement
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Once funding is awarded, the Applicant should secure a Co-Funding Agreement (refer to
Appendix 8) with the academic supervisor (and university representative, as applicable)
and send all required documentations listed in Notification Letter to PERSWADE
Program Coordinator by mail or in person before the prescribed deadline. Otherwise the
application may be considered to have been withdrawn.
NOTE: PERSWADE only accepts the real personal signatures for the Co-Funding
Agreement. If the Applicant has the trouble to get the required signatures on time,
PERSWADE may accept the scanned real personal signatures.
Should this agreement be breached at any moment during enrolment, PERSWADE
reserves the rigtht to terminate its own funding.

b) Application Form (PERSWADE 13001 A)
The Applicant must carefully and completely fill up the Application Form (PERSWADE
13001 A), sign it, and have it signed by the supervisor, and whenever applicable by the
co-supervisor, the industrial mentor, and the university representative. Once completed,
it should be returned to yang.chen@emt.inrs.ca by clicking “Submit Form” in the upper
right corner of the form; otherwise, please refer to the NOTE under STEP 3 on page 9.
The Application may be refused if forms are incomplete.
NOTE: PERSWADE only accepts a real digital signature in the application form, not any
other form of authenticity of the applicant’s identity, such as www.google.com

c) Official Transcripts
The Applicant must include a photocopy of original official transcripts (both past and
current university programs) in the compiled PDF file for all documents to be sent to
PERSWADE. If they are neither in English nor in French, a certified translation with a
copy of the originals must be included.

d) Certificates/Awards
The Applicant must include photocopies of original Certificates/Awards in the compiled
PDF file for all documents to be sent to PERSWADE. If they are neither in English nor in
French, a certified translation with a copy of the originals must be included.

e) Curriculum Vitae (CV)
The Applicant must include a CV in English or French in the compiled PDF file for all
documents to be sent to PERSWADE.

f)

Reference Letters

The Reference Letters should be emailed directly from the referees to PERSWADE at
yang.chen@emt.inrs.ca. Shall you opt for submitting one of the reference letters yourself
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by email in an electronic format, then you must put the referee who has provided and
signed that letter in cc to validate its authenticity.
•
•

An Undergraduate Applicant: one reference letter is required.
A Graduate or a PDF Applicant: two reference letters are required and one of
which should be from someone who will not be supervising the proposed project.

NOTE:
1.

DO NOT COMPILE the application form and the accompanying documents into one
SINGLE PDF file.

2.

SUBMIT the completed application form (PERSWADE 13001A) by simply clicking
the “Submit Form” button in the upper right corner of the form. Otherwise, please
refer to the NOTE under STEP 3 on page 9.

3.

COMPILE all documents listed in the DOCUMENT CHECKLIST (except reference
letters and application form) into a readable PDF file or portfolio file, SAVED AS
“Firstname_Lastname_PERSWADEsup.pdf.” AND send this compiled PDF file to
yang.chen@emt.inrs.ca.

4.

SUBMIT the application form and all accompanying documents before midnight
(12:00AM) Eastern Standard Time (EST) or Eastern Daylight Time (EDT), as
applicable, on the evening of the prescribed deadline posted on our website.

5.

The Application will be first evaluated by our Evaluation Committee based on
Selection Criteria for Admission (refer to Appendix 2). The Applicant who passes
this first-round evaluation might be convened to semi-structured interviews if
required. Successful applications will be announced on www.create-perswade.ca.

6.

The Applicant whose application is selected will receive a “Notification Letter” from
PERSWADE. Once receipt of Notification Letter, he/she needs to prepare and
submit all required documentations before the prescribed deadline.

7.

Should funding be awarded, the Applicant will receive a “Notice of Acceptance” from
PERSWADE.

B.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE AS OTHER HQP?

With a view to benefit the greatest possible number of people, PERSWADE training
activities may also be offered to both undergraduates and graduate students, PDFs,
Professionals, etc., regardless of the affiliation university or employment status. Due to
capacity limits, however PERSWADE cannot guarantee a seat for any Other HQP, only
on a “First Come, First Served” basis. It is therefore the individual’s responsibility to
ensure that the registration forms are completed and submitted as required before the
prescribed deadline. So please keep an eye on our Upcoming Events and Register
Online in due time.
Please note that an Other HQP might be eligible to benefit from an industry-hosted
internship whenever complied offerings from industrial partners allow it. Please check
our website for Special Calls for Internships.
12

1.

STEPS TO REGISTER

Any Other Highly-Qualified Personnel (OTHER HQP) who intends to participate in
PERSWADE events should follow the Registration Flowchart - OTHER HQP shown
below and register before the prescribed deadline. Interested individuals should:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fully understand the requirements of being an “Other HQP”
Check PERSWADE’s website for the event they intend to attend
Follow the instructions to register online as required
Check their email for confirmation of registration
Pay the registration fee online if required
Receive a receipt from PayPal

If you have any questions, please contact PERSWADE’s Program Coordinator at 1-514228-7013, yang.chen@emt.inrs.ca or coordinator@create-perswade.ca.
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V.

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS

A.

Eligible Travel Expenses
•

Travel allowance: only available for internship travels outside the Montreal area
or Canada.

•

Air travel: must be claimed at the lowest economy-class rate available.

•

Cost of land travel, not to exceed the equivalent economy airfare.

•

Travel cancellation insurance.

•

Entry visa fees: when required for the purpose of internships outside Canada.

•

Safety-related cost: when required for the purpose of internships outside Canada
(e.g., immunizations, etc).

•

Ground transportation costs to and from your residence and your point of
departure (e.g., airport, train station, bus station) for travel to and from internship
venues only.

B.

Ineligible Travel Expenses
•

PERSWADE does not provide an allowance for the cost of transporting excess
baggage or removing household effects.

•

Food costs during internships are normally considered already covered by the
student’s regular stipend.

•

PERSWADE will not reimburse expenses for laundry, cleaning and pressing of
clothing, and fees and tips for services, such as for porters and baggage carriers,
if included, in your lodging bill.

•

All travel reimbursement claims must meet the rules of INRS and NSERC (please
ask for documentation before planning your travel).

Note: Flight tickets purchased using frequent-flyer points will not be reimbursed.

C.

Travel Expense Claims
•

Travel Expense Claim must be submitted separately for each trip, no later than
90 days after completion of the trip. Delay in submission of vouchers/receipts
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may result in a refusal of reimbursement.
•

Trainee must use the Travel Expense Claim (refer to Appendix 6) provided and
include all the necessary original official supporting documentation including, as
available:
o

Original official receipts such as hotel bills, car rental agreements, taxi
chits. Credit card slips are not acceptable.

o

Original air travel ticket receipts and boarding passes and travel itinerary
are required for electronic airline ticketing.

o

Original VIA train ticket receipts

o

Any other evidence that supports the travel expenses claimed

PHOTOCOPIES OF VOUCHERS/RECEIPTS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE. All
itemized receipts must be arranged in chronological order and attached to the
claim.
•

Prepayment of travel expenses is available upon the submission of a complete
invoice or quote from a recognized travel agency. A completed travel expense
claim and receipts will still be needed upon the completion of the trip.
Unclaimed prepayments or overpayments will have to be reimbursed or deducted
from later claims.

•

The reimbursement procedure must comply with the rules and procedures of
INRS and NSERC (please ask for documentation before planning your travel).

•

All Travel Expense Claims must be signed by the claimant and approved and
signed by trainee’s supervisor and PERSWADE.

The detailed instructions on Travel Expense Claim (refer to Appendix 6). For additional
information, please contact us at 514-228-7013, yang.chen@emt.inrs.ca or
coordinator@create-perswade.ca.

D.

Internships

PERSWADE does not guarantee students any offers of Industrial Internships if they
cannot submit the complete applications and documents required on time.
PERSWADE will provide reasonable assistance and information about opportunities to
the student applying for Internships. Should one not be forthcoming within a reasonable
period, the Program Coordinator will, in conjunction with the trainee, attempt to procure a
reasonable alternative.
A trainee may apply to receive re-imbursements on ITAOM and/or IVA during the
internships if the host institutions do not cover such expenses directly or indirectly
15

through remuneration.
Applications for internships will normally be processed at least 2 months prior to the
internship’s start date (unless specified otherwise), so prospective trainees are advised
to plan them early. Internships are mandatory for enrolled students and PDFs; failure to
secure an internship wihtin the timeframes above will result in termination of
PERSWADE funding if any.
NOTE: OTHER HQP could be offered the opportunity to undertake internships under
PERSWADE when capacity allows it. Please check our website for special calls for
INTERNSHIPs.
NOTE: Students working off-campus might require an Off-Campus Work Permit. For
more information, please see http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/study/work-offcampus.asp

E.

Taxation

PERSWADE is unable to dispense advice on income tax matters to individual students,
given the uniqueness of each award recipient’s personal financial situation.
Consequently, students are encouraged to seek advice from Canada Revenue Agency
(CRA), or from a qualified income tax specialist.

F.

Insurance

PERSWADE is unable to assume liability for accidents, illness, or losses that may occur
during participation in any of PERSWADE’s program components or activities.
Individuals are responsible for ensuring that they have appropriate insurance coverage.
If a trainee needs to carry out an international visit, he/she is encouraged to
communicate with his/her provincial health insurance office before leaving Canada.
Indeed, spending a significant amount of time outside the country may impact the
coverage available upon return.
PERSWADE is not responsible for health insurance coverage of International Students.
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Appendix 1: General Terms and Conditions of PERSWADE Funding

General Terms and Conditions of PERSWADE Funding
1.

The Applicant MUST SECURE A CO-FUNDING AGREEMENT as required, MUST
BE REGISTERED and must be progressing satisfactorily in a qualified program at
an eligible university. The Program Coordinator MUST be notified for any changes in
registration status.

2.

Newly enrolled Graduate students and PDFs will at some point be called to submit a
Program Plan before a deadline announced in due time by PERSWADE. This plan
should describe which PERSWADE courses, seminars and workshops they intend
to attend during the program, and when they anticipate taking internships. This plan
can be revised to meet changing circumstances pending approval of our Scientific
Committee (SC).
NOTE: Due to the nature of industry-hosted Internships, flexibility in chosing their
internship destinations is allowedby PERSWADE.

3.

The Trainee must submit Reports upon request by the date indicated either by email
or on our web site, www.create-perswade.ca, for the renewal of funding, expense
reimbursements and for continued participation in PERSWADE training activities.
Renewal of funding and continued enrolment in PERSWADE is contingent on the
student’s participation in PERSWADE’s Summer Schools, a minimum number (to be
specified by the SC at each call for applications) of topical courses and designated
events, on spending an industry-hosted internship stay for the minimum duration
specified at each program level, on complying with all reporting requirements of
PERSWADE (progress follow-up and assessment, program quality evaluation,
statistics collection, etc.), and on the maintenance of good standing in the student’s
registered program.

4.

The Trainee agrees to abide by the regulations of PERSWADE governing
internships. Reimbursement of eligible travel expenses is only available during
internships outside the Montreal area or Canada. The applicant needs to submit the
complete signed Outside Montreal Intership Travel Request (refer to Appendix 5)
before the trip. NOTE: Where group accommodation and transport is provided,
claims for alternate means will not be accepted unless authorized in advance.

5.

The Trainee MUST: a) Secure an industrial internship agreement; b) Attend and
participate, upon PERSWADE’s request as part of its soft-skill training, in the
organization of all PERSWADE Events including technical, semi-technical, soft-skill,
and professional courses; c) Hold at least one seminar on a topic in his/her field of
expertise during his/her enrolment in PERSWADE program to share knowledge with
other tainees; d) Complete and sumbit, upon PERSWADE’s request, all Progress
Reports or Evaluation Forms, Satisfaction Surveys, or any other reporting-type
document within the prescribed deadline. Failure to do so might result in suspending
or terminating his/her funding and/or enrolment.

6.

Upon receipt of the Notification of Acceptance, the Applicant must fill out the
Enrolment Form (refer to Appendix 9), sign it and send it to Program Coordinator
before the prescribed deadline. Failure to do so might result in suspending his/her
17

enrolment.
7.

Once accepting to participate in PERSWADE, the Applicant agrees with NSERC
CREATE PROGRAM PRIVACY NOTICE (refer to Appendix 7) and PERSWADE
PROGRAM PRIVACY NOTICE (refer to Appendix 8), agrees to allow PERSWADE
to list his/her name and possible appearances in PERSWADE’s website, LinkedIn,
Facebook, etc., and also agrees to allow PERSWADE to post his/her pictures taken
at any of its organized events he/she attended.

8.

The Applicant (Trainee) is expected to check his/her official university e-mail
account on a regular basis for notices and other communications from PERSWADE.

9.

The Trainee must ensure he/she has appropriate insurance coverage during his/her
internship(s). PERSWADE and its employees and representatives are neither
responsible for an accident, illness, or other harm that may occur to the student, nor
responsible for any damage or injury to any person or property in connection with
the internship(s).
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Appendix 2: Selection Criteria for Admission

Selection Criteria for Admission
The following three selection criteria and the assessment indicators listed thereafter are
suitable for all applicants to PERSWADE.
Criterion 1
Whenever possible, the applicant is strongly encouraged (cf. assessment indicators
given bellow) to propsoe work on an industrial partner-oriented research project,
preferably with a preapproved topic that MUST in all cases fall in one of our three main
WNS inter-twined research clusters: i) smart communications (5G Technologies,
Wireless Cloud, Sensor Networks, Internet of Things, Green ICT, etc.); ii) smart
monitoring (Health and Safety, Environment, Renewable Energies, Natural Resources,
Infrastructures, etc.); iii) smart management (Transport Systems and Vehicles,
Resources and Power Grids, Urban Development and Cities, Hospitals, Offices and
Homes, Production, Distribution and Services, etc.). This should be clearly demonstrated
in the application and accompanying documents.
Criterion 2
The Applicant must show that his/her proposed research project includes significant
plans for collaboration which involves time spent on internships, exposure to novel
disciplines and ideas, and expansion of his/her professional and industrial network. This
should be clearly demonstrated in his/her application and accompanying documents.
Criterion 3
The Applicant must make sure that he/she has fully understood PERSWADE’s Program
Guide before drafting his/her application, and must be willing to agree with the “General
Terms and Conditions of PERSWADE Funding” (refer to Appendix 1 in the program
guide) if selected, and must have submitted his/her complete application before the
prescribed deadline.
If the Applicant can meet the above criteria 1, 2 and 3, his/her application will be first
assessed by PERSWADE’s Evaluation Committee based on the Assessment Indicators
given below. The Applicant who passes this first-round evaluation might be convened to
semi-structured interviews if required.
Assessment Indicators
1. Academic excellence
(academic background, grades, awards, grants, etc.)

2. Research experience/potential (refer to CV and reference letters)
(Research interest, background, record, impact, scope, etc.)

3. Relevance/timeliness of research topic and fit with PERSWADE’s scope
4. Project’s level of integration within an industrial project/contract
5. Industry-hosted internship planning and integration levels with respect to
the proposed project
6. Student’s industrial mentorship/co-supervision

Weight
25%
25%
15%
10%
10%
15%
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Appendix 3: Application Form
Download the fillable Application Form (PERSWADE 13001A).
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Appendix 4: Outside-Montreal Internship Travel Request

Download the fillable Outside-Montreal Internship Travel Request (PERSWADE
13001R).
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Appendix 5: Travel Expense Claim

Download the fillable Travel Expense Claim (PERSWADE 13001C).
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Appendix 6: NSERC CREATE PROGRAM PRIVACY NOTICE

23

Appendix 7: PERSWADE PROGRAM PRIVACY NOTICE

PERSWADE PROGRAM

PRIVACY NOTICE

This is to inform you that PERSWADE will collect certain personal information from trainees
participating in PERSWADE program. The purpose of gathering this information is to generate
statistics that enable PERSWADE to report to NSERC on the PERSWADE program’s overall
performance. Only information that is needed will be requested. The personal information will be
collected, used and disclosed is in accordance with the federal Privacy Act and will only be
shared with PERSWADE committees and NSERC. The personal information may also be shared
with contractors hired to conduct data analysis, surveys or interviews on PERSWADE’s behalf.
By participating in the program, you agree to allow PERSWADE list your name and possible
appearances in PERSWADE website, PERSWADE LinkedIn or Facebook community, etc.; and
agree to allow PERSWADE post any pictures taken of you while attending its events whether on
its website and in any literature PERSWADE produces such as annual reports, posters,flyers etc..
The Privacy Act gives individuals the right to access their personal information and request
changes to incorrect information. For more information or to access your personal information or
notify us about incorrect information, contact PERSWADE at coordinator@create-perswade.ca.
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Appendix 8: Co-Funding Agreement Template

[Applicant’s University Logo]

Co-Funding Agreement for PERSWADE Program
Student’s first name and last name (printed):

Proposed Research Project Title:

Start Date: yyyy-mm-dd

End Date: yyyy-mm-dd

Supervisor’s first name and last name (printed):

University Representative’s first name and
last name (printed), if applicable:

Department:

Department:

University:

University:

Telephone:

Telephone:

Email:

Email:

As a supervisor/a university representative, I/We pledge to fund exact amount$ to the
applicant’s name matching the PERSWADE funding as per the PERSWADE Program
Guide (PERSWADE 13001G).

Supervisor’s signature:

University Representative’s signature:
(Department Chair, Graduate Studies Chair, Finances
Chair, etc., or University Focal Point)

Date:
Date:

Download the fillable Co-Funding Agreement Template (PERSWADE 14001CFA_T).
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Appendix 9: Enrolment Form Template

Download the fillable Enrolment Form (PERSWADE 17001CFA_T).
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